MINUTES
Regular Meeting of the Town Commission
Tuesday, May 8, 2012
Present:
Absent:

Mayor Thurlow-Lippisch, Vice Mayor Schoppe, Cmsrs. Busha, and Luger, and Town Manager Kellogg,
Attorney Torcivia, and Chief Cerniglia
Building Official Adams

Call to Order - Mayor Thurlow-Lippisch called the Meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. and asked if there were any changes to the
agenda. Hearing none, a motion was made by Cmsr. Bausch , seconded by Vice Mayor Schoppe to approve the agenda as noted. All in
favor. (5-0)
In Favor: Bausch, Busha, Luger, Schoppe and Thurlow-Lippisch
Opposed: None
2. Comments from the public on topics not on the agenda – Residents: Joan Bausch discussed the coontie plant
(in the Town Park) and how it encourages butterflies, and suggested replanting more of these plants. B.J. Escue
asked for a FEMA update and Town Manager Kellogg responded he was hoping that within two weeks we
would have more specifics. Ella Ford asked about the Charter and the Town was going to make an amendment
(for the November ballot); she also asked about the Quisenberry case. Responding, Cmsr. Luger said he attended
the last meeting at which time they were unable to reach agreement. Additional complaints have been filed and
the case has been assigned to a retired judge. As for the Town Charter, Cmsr. Luger indicated he and Atty.
Torcivia will have to look at the specifics and how it affects the Town and bring back at a later date.
3. Discussion:
a. Proclamation for Civility – Mayor Thurlow-Lippisch read this Proclamation saying it was from the Florida
Bar Association and noted its importance in dealing with all people/
b. Beau Rivage – Supt. Of Schools Nancy Kline - Cmsr. Busha introduced Supt. Kline who explained the
Interlocal Agreement with the St. Lucie County allowing students in the Beau Rivage community to attend
Martin County schools; 78 students attended Martin County Schools in 2011-12 and if lines [County] change,
“it will have no additional impact on schools”; student population is monitored very closely by the District;
and there are no plans for redistricting in the 2012-13 school year. She went on to talk about the District’s
achievements and concluded with a question/answer period. Supt. Kline thanked the Commissioners for the
opportunity to speak to the community, and in turn, the Commission thanked Supt. Kline and asked if she
would come back again.
c. Undergrounding Update - Danny Brannon gave a brief overview of the plan and an estimated cost of
$241,000 along with discussing easements, street lighting, etc. At that time Nick Blount, FPL, said he was
anxious to see the Town go underground, and FPL costs. The timeframe was discussed and Mr. Brannon
suggested before the A1A project starts, saying a bid package was necessary. Cmsr. Bausch supported going
ahead with the project and getting the paperwork done quickly, and before hurricane season. Item to be
placed on May 22nd meeting agenda.
d. Additional Police Officers and Police Clerk Recommendations; and Update on Burglary Status & Police
Department Strategy - Chief Cerniglia gave an overview of the proposed increase in staffing and
justifications, at a cost of approximately $153,866.00. Discussion followed with Vice Mayor Schoppe
supporting the additional police officers and recommended hiring a full time clerk. Cmsr. Luger also
supported the hiring of as many police officers as needed and asked the Chief to research the formula for
numbers of officers/residents. Chief Cerniglia said there had not been any additional burglaries and
schedules of all officers had been maximized. He did not wish to discuss Police Department strategy in an
attempt to protect the residents. Several residents spoke praising the Police Department for their efforts.
Summarizing, Town Manager Kellogg said they will hire a full time clerk, a 10th officer as quickly as possible,
and the 9th officer should be on duty by the middle of June.
e. Street Improvements - Town Manager Kellogg said 14 streets would be improved this year by sealing cracks
and micro-surfacing in August/September. Vice Mayor Schoppe advised making sure the clean-up was done
appropriately.
f. Event Permit and bridge protection - Mayor Thurlow-Lippisch reviewed the permit pointing out areas of
interest [to the Town]. Criteria for denial was brought up, fees to be charged, borders, liability and
insurance requirements, jurisdiction and the issue of legal authority or not were discussed.
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g. Waste Management Update – Town Manager Kellogg said Atty. Torcivia had been in contact with the
County Attorney preparing an interlocal agreement. However, because we cannot meet notification
requirements this year, the Town will have to defer until 2013. He also indicated he would talk to WM about
an additional day of service at a cost of between $16,000-42,500.00. Jeff Sabin, WM, said they could
piggyback or not and would still like to proceed with the additional day of service. The issue of
containers/bundles was discussed and the amount of time one can leave out on their property.
h. Pocket Park Update – Cmsr. Luger said this was the second revision and still not acceptable; will be working
with Lucido & Associates to refine the plan and again, intends to speak with neighboring residents of
Lantana Park. Will bring back to the Commission.
i. Bluff Brainstorming - Mayor Thurlow-Lippisch said Mr. Kellogg had informed her that we could go ahead
with something on the Bluff re. integrity of water or land and blocking view of neighbors. Discussion
followed regarding bringing back the LPA and having their input or a representative on the LPA. Preparing
an ordinance was also discussed, at the pleasure of the Commission. It was decided to bring back at a later
date.
4. Comments from Commissioners on topics not on the agenda
 Mayor Thurlow-Lippisch said she misspoke and that FPL is still reading meters; she asked if everyone
had read Mr. Burr’s email re. making Sewall’s Point (South) a gated community.
 Cmsr. Bausch joined Joe Capra and Town Manager Kellogg down at High Point looking at the serious
erosion problem there, saying delaying this is serious. He also said we need to redirect the water and
attempt to get financing.
5.

Town Manager’s Comments – Mr. Kellogg said sidewalk bids would be opened on May 15, hopefully a vote on
May 22, and start June 1st. He also noted a miscalculation when estimating the services of Leighton Security and
indicated that approximately $7600.00 was needed to cover the month of May. Commissioners authorized such
payment.

6.

Comments from Commissioners on topics not on the agenda –Adjourn: A motion was made by Vice Mayor
Schoppe, seconded by Cmsr. Luger to adjourn the meeting at 10:45 P.M. All in favor. (5-0)
In Favor: Bausch, Busha, Luger, Schoppe and Thurlow-Lippisch

Respectfully submitted,
Ann-Marie S. Basler, Town Clerk

Opposed: None

